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There are one billion people who use the English

language and another billion who wield the Chinese, so

the translation from one language into the other is the

most important intercultural communication in the world
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of today. As the English is an inflexional language and
the Chinese a hieroglyphic one, their translation is also
one of the most difficult tasks for translators. Interlingual
communication, as described by L. A. Richards (1953,
p-250) is “very probably the most complex type of
event yet produced in the evolution of the cosmos.” It is
particularly true of the translation of classical Chinese
verse in English rhyme, for the relationship between the
words is implicit in the former but explicit in the latter.
Difficult and complex as verse translation from
Chinese into English is, different versions began to appear
as carly as the 18th century. As John Dryden (1631-1700)
pointed out, verse translation may be classified into three
types. The first is “metaphrase” or word-by-word and line-
by-line literal translation as advocated by Ben Johnson.
The second is “paraphrase or translation with latitude,
where the author is kept in view by the translator, so as
not to be lost, but his words are not so strictly followed as
his sense; and that too is admitted to be amplified, but not
altered. ” The third is “imitation” or adaptation in which
“the translator assumes the liberty, not only to vary from
the words and sense, but to forsake them both as he sees

the occasion.” °

(1) THE REEDS

The reeds are luxuriant and green,
The white dew has turned to frost.
My beloved so dear to me

Is somewhere beyond the waters.
Upriver I search for him,

The way is arduous and long.
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Downriver I search for him,

He seems to be in the middle of the waters.
The reeds are exuberant and strong,
The white dew has not yet dried.

My beloved so dear to me

Is somewhere near the river-bank.
Upriver I search for him,

The way is arduous and hard.
Downriver I search for him,

He seems to be on a shoal in the waters.
The reeds are flourishing and lush,

The white dew is still falling.

My beloved so dear to me

Is somewhere near the riverside.
Upriver I search for him,

The way is arduous and tortuous.
Downriver I search for him,

He seems to be on an islet in the waters.
Gladys Yang etc. 1983

(2) THE REEDS

The reeds grow green;
Frosted dew drops gleam.
Where’s she so sheen?
Beyond the stream.
Upstream I go,

The way’s so long.
And downstream, lo!
She’s there among.
The reeds turn white,
Dew not yet dried.
Where’s she so bright?
On the other side.
Upstream I go,

The way’s so hard.
And downstream, lo!
She’s far apart.

The reeds still there,
With frost dews blend.

5 VEIHOR, « RIS —— M <FL S BI<THRIC >y, TR, 1992 ¢ P12
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Where’s she so fair? stream.’

At the river’s end.

Upstream I go, 20055, HFM P EEFE LI (FLEAER)
The way does wind. P, XMW ETHEFER, ZLZIR G HZG—F,
And downstream, lo!
She’s far behind. THE REEDS
X.Y. Z. 1988 Green green the reed,
Frosted dews gleam.
(3) COMMENTARY Where’s she I need?
James Legge said, “This piece reads very much like Beyond the stream.
a riddle.” “Someone tells how he sought another whom Upstream I go,
it seemed easy to find, and yet could not find him.” If we The way’s so long.
believe what he said, this poem may become a narrative Downstream I go,
dealing with friendship. But most Chinese critics agree that She’s there among.

this poem is a love song, opinions differ only as to whether

the lover is a man or a woman. Yang uses “him” but I use White white the reed,
“she” and most Chinese critics are on my side. Dews not yet dried.
The first two lines of the three stanzas describe the Where’s she I need?
season when the reeds turned from green to frost-white. On other side.
The dreariness of autumn may be easily associated with the Upstream I go,
weariness of the man in search of his love. The next two Hard is the way.
lines tell us vaguely where his love is without describing Downstream I go,
her physical beauty. The last four lines depict his fruitless, She’s far away.
hard, long journey in search of his love. The harder and the
longer his journey, the more beautiful she would appear, Bright bright the reed,
not only in the eyes of the searcher but also of the reader. With frost dews blend.
This method may be called “non-descriptive description” Where’s she I need?
and it would be interesting to compare this piece with Atriver’s end.
Byron’s Beauty’s Daughter: Upstream I go,
There be none of Beauty’s daughters The way does wind.
With a magic like thee; Downstream I go,
And like music on the waters She’s far behind.

Is thy sweet voice to me.

When, as if its sound were causing mMAEXFFEEF G, BT HEE LA BN H
The charmed ocean’s pausing, BEFER(RBZE) 5, BH(FE)(HEH)

The waves lie still and gleaming (BRZaa N RAZF e FaFd ) FRKFF
And the lulled winds seem dreaming. Y (BRit) f (LFRIFAL) FEFRXF, £

If the English beauty is like music on the waters, then 3% (# &) fo (BHRIL) 57 E A “EELFH
the Chinese beauty may be likened to music beyond the & “THT LB AR E”, SMEN A4

6 [E.L, Pe1-63

28



ACEEMNRA) FERFLFLE T, AAHLFRY
HHEIIT

Farewell to Vice-Prefect Du
Wang Bo
You leave the walled capital
For river shores where mist veils all.
We part, officials far from home,
Over an alien land we roam.
If you’ve a friend who knows your heart,
Distance can’t keep you two apart.
At crossroads where we bid adieu,
Do not shed tears as women do!

Tr. X. Y. Z

o RFZAE S M
+5)
WA= A, REZAE,
5Z&50%E, RAEHA,
BN mT, RIEZWAR,
FoA S, ki h 7

Drinking Alone under the Moon

Li Bai
Amid the flowers, from a pot of wine
I drink alone beneath the bright moonshine.
I raise my cup to invite the Moon who blends
Her light with my Shadow and we’re three friends.
The Moon does not know how to drink her share;
In vain my Shadow follows me here and there.
Together with them for the time I stay
And make merry before spring’s spent away.
I sing and the Moon lingers to hear my song;
My Shadow’s a mess while I dance along.
Sober, we three remain cheerful and gay;
Drunken, we part and each may go his way.

Our friendship will outshine all earthly love,

| ER | RS RIS

Next time we’ll meet beyond the stars above.

Tr. X. Y. Z.

ATHhE

ol — &, IRE AR,
HRAREA A, FHREAL
AR, #ER G .
B RAKT, ITRIARA,
RIKA M, RFH T,
BEEY R 3k, BEE EHH
KM, HpRER)

Tune: “The Beautiful Lady Yu”
LiYu

When will there be no more autumn moon and spring

flowers

For me who had so many memorable hours?

The east wind blew again in my garden last night.
How can I bear the cruel memory of bowers

And palaces steeped in moonlight!

Carved balustrades and marble steps must still be

there,

But rosy faces cannot be as fair.
If you ask me how much my sorrow has increased,
Just see the overbrimming river flowing east!

Tr. X. Y. Z.

BXEA

LSS
AEKAMHT, £Fo 5V, MEEALA
HE R EE AP
WA 2B A, RAKMK, ABRA IS
W — iz ARG Rk, °

7 VYRR, B, RN, ERE= BRI, FEX M T R T, 1988 1 P3

8 [k, P08
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THE PASS OF MOUNT LOU
Tune: “DREAM OF A MAID OF HONOR”
February 1935
The wild west wind blows strong:
The morning moon shivers at the wild geese’s song.
On frosty morn
Steeds trot with hooves outworn
And bugles blow forlorn.
Fear not the strong pass iron-clad on all sides!
The summit’s now surmounted with big strides.
Surmounted with big strides,
Green mountains like the tides:
The sunken sun blood-dyed.
Tr. X. Y. Z.
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